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THE REGISTRAR. 

THE UNIVERSITY. 

MANCHESTER, l 3 

A WDivlcIl SJ33. 


FSRSOHAL 


August 12 th f 1953 


AND COUFlDEflllAL 


Dear Kiss Eardeastle, 

Thank you once again for your kind hospitality and for the 
surprise of a chauffeuse, which was quite delightful, 

I thought the meeting went very well and I was glad to 
find that Bishop Brook was wholly with us. On the drive back, 

Mr. Clarke was quite sanguine about his Authority’s position hut 
of course he cannot commit them at this stage, and Mr* Allison was 
hoping that Sir John Stopford (now Lord Stopford of Fallowfield) 
would be willing to serve on their sub-committee, I think our 
problem rather lies with the liinistry and I hope that a united front 
from the Foundation, the Local Education Authority and the University 
may be sufficient to clinch the deal. 


Kiss Mary Bardcastle, 
Principal, 

Charlotte Mason College, 
AMBLE5IDE, 

Westmor land , 


Thank you again for the hospitality. 


lours sincerely. 
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39. PARKER STR EET. 

LONDON, W. C. 2. 


10th November 1958 


Dear Misa Hardoaatle, 

Under the new Regulations (The Training of Teachers Grant Attend- 
ing Regulations Eg. 3, 1958) the Minister will allow no more than 75$ 
grant for that part of the approved enlargement of training colleges 
which refers to the emergency expansion programme of 12*000 additional 
teacher -training places . 

The implication of the Minister's letter of 24th September (and 
of his earlier one) is that voluntary training colleges have been thus 
placed in this dilemma - either they must find the additional capital 
which will enable them to meet 25$ of the cost of expansion to a 500- 
place (or some less, but certainly not as low as 400-place) training 
college; or to recognise that they will be unable to raise so large 
a sum in order to expand to such a magnitude and that in course of 
time they win be ^rationalized' 1 out of existence. Moreover, such 
colleges must reconcile themselves to a period of static existence f 
continue but only during the period of emergency: there- 

in LjCr there is to be a period of uncertainty while the "small* ccl- 


J_ _ ----- ™ v ^ J. ^UU-LLU£iLuLlLr UUU UJLUTfVXW-Ly VU 

0 receive the normal maintenance grants. 

* . ^icw of the British & Foreign School Society is that for ary 

na.iomi emergency expansion of this kind, a grant of only 75$ is not 

? . an voluntary colleges ought not to be so squeezed out of 

existence by reason onlv t/Vm-h 


demands are found to be redundant and unworthy to continue 



A P ^ "$/ (y 



quest for the exceptional action involved in helping to provide 
quickly a total of 12,000 now placos that tho 100$ grant is urged. ) 

There is already agreement among a number of voluntary train- 
ing colleges including the Cat hoi io Education Council (but not, I 
ought to add, the Church of England or the Methodists) that 1GQ$ is 
the only figure which is right in principle, and that efforts should 
be made through Parliament to impress upon tho Minister the justice 
of the case for a 100$ grant, and the injustice of confronting the 
voluntary colleges with the dilemma - find the money to carry out ry 
scheme, and at once, or else., .face extinction. In the event, since 
I am a Member of Parliament as well as Chairman of the British & 
Foreign School Society, I am initiating such Parliamentary action. 

If your Committee were to agree with our view, would you please 
let me have authority to say so? If not, would you equally please 
inform me, so that I may know what is the general opinion among volun- 
tary colleges? 


If you agree, and your Member of Parliament is a Conservative, 
would you please write to him and urge him to attend a meeting of the 
Conservative Education Committee in Room 9 in the House of Commons 
at 5 p.m. on Monday 17th Hovember, and to support your case? If lie 
is of another Party, please let mo know his name so that I may ask 
him similarly to arrange for consideration by his Party of the jus- 
tice of the case and of the issues involved, 

I enclose an additional copy of this letter for your use with 
your Chairman or Treasurer. Would you please note that there is not 
muc me before the holding of tho mooting of Conservative Members, 
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February, 1959 


Dear 


Fairfield Sc hool 

You have probably heard that negotiations are 
proceeding with regard to the possibility of the Jestmorland 
I due at ion Authority talcing over responsibility for the 
administration of the Charlotte Mason College . 

This change will necessitate a new relationship 
between the Practising School and the College. More 
accommodation will be needed for the students . and more o 
the Charlotte Mason Foundation property will have to oe 
used in this way* 

The Foundation has therefore had to make thedecision 
that after July I960, we shall, not be able to keep children 
in the school beyond the age of thirteen years* 

I need hardly say that this grave decielpn baa only 
been reached after long and very serious consider., , » " 
v/ith the deepest regret- -e are particularly sorry ^n 
will not be possible for your daughter to take the 
examination at Fairfield* May I remind you, however, taa 
v te are part of an organisation (the P * H ♦ E . U - ) which has 
other schools and to one of these, when the time comes, 
she can proceed without disturbing the method and course 
of her education* 


Your a sincerely, 


Principal * 



Mrs • Walton , 
Walloons, 
Higher Lane, 
Mumble * , 

^waui>ea * 


15 tb July, 1959 


Dear Mrs* wait on, 

I am very /lad that it was decided to have our 
meeting at Amble side and X much enjoyed the weekend* The 
ax ran ‘o . entfl made for the meeting were, if I may eay io f 
admirable* X do hope 1 did not "stick my neck out* too 
much and 1 hope too that you will bear with me if, as a 
newcomer, I put down a few of my impressions* 

Miss Cholinondeiey wee kind enough to take me on a 
conducted tour of the various houses. X wns, in the first 
place, glad to note that the vaJue of many of the properties - 
on any basis of assessment - must considerably exceed the 
value entered In the Inst balance sheet* And it was very 
in teres tin to see the developments that have taken place 
in recent years in connection with the property in the faoe 
of great financial stringency* 

I think that those of us who have not been familiar 
with the workings of the College were perturbed to see the 
burden of non-’ educational work which fall* on Miss 
liardoss tie's shoulder* and which in most similar establish- 
ments would be undertaken by a bursar or a registrar* 1 was 
bo lad to learn that Mr, Price is proving increasingly 
helpful, and X feel sure that the need to relieve the 
Principal of much of the ium-eduoa tlonal work is a point 
which the L* <*4, will view sympathetically, as it is 
obviously so important. 
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If Z nay, I should Ilk* to august that work should 
• tart as soon as possible on the <t nnsorainbUnf' lt of th« 
accounts # This is quits a complicated problem and various 
decisions ef rooting ths future wrai^Bent# with the 1 *l:*a* 
and the future of the Practising School sill clearly turn 
on the results * Indeed X think that, on such vital 
questions as the level of school fees, it will be virtually 
impossible to take sound decisions until this unscrambling 
has been largely completed. X fully appreciate that it 
is going to b# quite a burden on people who are already 
over-worked, but no doubt Feat f Marwick, Mitchell & Company 
will be able to help considerably, 

I should like to see a copy of the letter from the 
Ministry of Education to Mr* Clarke which you read to the 
meeting, and X wonder whether the minutes could be 
circulated within the next few weeks together with a copy 
of that letter* X should also like - if it is not asking 
too much - to see a copy of Mrs* Franklin's letter which 
you read at the end of the see ting* Moreover, her 
proposals are obviously of such fundamental importance 
that it would be a hemendous help if some of those concerned 
could let the Council have some notes on the issues to he 
considered as they see them* Again - if it is not over- 
burdening the organisation - X think it would be helpful 
if we could have some practical details of the finances 
and administration of ths f.N.Ii.U* , unless this information 
is readily available from the F»ft* 

X am ,/lad that it was decided to make an announcement 
to the local press about the chan as that are taking place* 

I fear that this announcement may have to serve to correct 
some of the rtmiotirs that have already been put about* For 




example, X wee shocked to see that It was said in the 
Ambles Ida Parish Ma^azin* that the Qolle r© would in future 
be "State-Controlled * 1 - a word of unfailing which 

can always be relied upon to trigger off adverse emotions* 

It ie of count not for me to suggest what sort of 
announcement should be made for local consumption but I 
Should like to sug ost that a statement which goes somewhat 
beyond the bare facts of the situation should be made as 
soon as possible to well-wishers of the College throughout 
the country and indeed throughout the world, if only to 
allay some of the anxiety that bam arisen from the indirect 
reports which people hare so far had* I am thinking 
particularly, of course, of old students and others 
dirootly connected with the P . N ,C*U . I am taking the 

liberty of enclosing a draft of the sort of statement 
which I think might be made. I am doing this, not 

because it is my job, but because X fear that something 
along tits se Urns may possibly go by default unless somebody 
takes the initiative, X do want to emphasise that I 
shall not be in the least offended if this draft proves 
completely unacceptable or has to be drastically changed 
before anything is published in the P.R, or the Plants 
So here it is for what it is worth and please do what you 
like with it, 

Finally, at the risk of appearing a little silly, 

X should like to repeat what I said at the meeting about 
the need to consider, as far as possible in advance, the 
broad pro> lam of the future staffing of the College and, 
in particular, the future Principals, This seems to me 
a very special problem for Arab lea Ide because it will be 
difficult to get key staff imbued with the Charlotte fcason 
philosophy unless they themselves have been trained at 
Ambles! de , with the result that the Qolle ?e must provide 
itself with the seeds of its own succession. This is 
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not a problem which faces other colleges In the counl.rv 
X fully appreciate that, if one tries to deal too directly 
with such problems as future Principals, one can look ext- 
remely foolish, I do hope, however, that a nucleus of 
people under your leaders Mp can keep this matter under 
continual review and oan try to formulate sane Ideas , 

I may be quite wrong and misguided in all this, but my 
impression is that it la probably the moat important 
issue which wo shall have to faoo and, as you yourself 
■ug as ted, one must look for positive ways of dealing 
witb the fears underlying iohael Franklin's rather 
negative agitation. I feel, moreover, that the problem 
of future staffing ie a matter whioh oan no longer be 
rolled upon to solve itself without some thought being 
given to it in advance, and that the earning years are 
likely to be the most aritloal, so that no time should be 
lost in trying to deal with it. 


points, particularly ns nearly all of them, if taken 
seriously, would involve a lot of work for other people 
and none for myself! I thought, however, it might help 
just a little if I put them down while they are still 
fresh in my memory, hut I fully appreciate that many of 
them may not justify considers ion and I an very happy 
to leave thorn entirely in your hands . 


taking the liberty of sending her a copy of this Je tter 
with the attached draft. 


or to ‘Nyasaland, do lot me know, as I might be able to 
help. 


X must apologise for putting down so many 


I an writing to Miss Ilerdoaatle today and am 


Yours sincerely. 



If your boy is going either to British Guiana 



C;‘ I jC>l 


GOP!/ 

K. S, Himsworth M»A. LUB. 

ED/13. KSH/ASL 
IKB/BH 


County Hall, 
Kendal 


12 th August, 1959 


Dear Sirs* 


Charlotte Mason College, Agblesi.de 


I write with reference to our previous correspondence. 

I have now had an opportunity of having a word with the Director of 
Education, 

May I refer first to all the properties included on the map which you 


the main Kendal - Keswick road? 

Will you confirm that the whole of these properties will be included 
in the lease by the Foundation to the County Council* with the exception which 
I mention in the next paragraph? 

It is understood that the house known as Low Nook houses the headquarters 
of the corresponding school of the Foundation, and that it is intended that it 
should so continue* If this is correct, will you please let me have the 
Foundation's proposals for dealing with this property known as Low Nook? 

Will it provide the better working solution if this property is excluded from 
the main lease and remains in the hands of the Foundation, the Foundation, 
however, granting the user, on agreed terms, of those rooms in the property 
which are at present used in connection with the fu tctions of the College, for 
a period contemporaneous with the term of the main lease? 

The triangular piece of land to the east of Nook Lane, coloured pink on 
your plan, and forming part of 0*3* 242* does not appear to serve any useful 
purpose, but it may be that the Foundation will wish to include it, with the 
Other properties, in the main lease* 

It is understood that two cottages, now interconnecting, known as 


Ashfield and Beechfield, in Nook Lane, are also held by the Foundation on 


loaned me (of which I have taken a copy) which lie to the north or east of 


lease* These iom part of the College accommodation, and, presumably, must 
e transferred to the Council. Can you let me know on what conditions they 
are at present held and what is proposed as to their transfer? 


popr/ 
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May I now deal with the properties lying to the south or west of the 
Kendal -Keswick road? It is assumed that the property known as Springfield, 
edged with a red line, will be transferred* Will you please confirm? It 
is also assumed that the property known as The Knoll, hatched green, will not 
he transferred hut will as part of the premises of Fairfield School* 

There appears to be some doubt as to the accuracy of the pencil 
identifications on your map of those houses which form O.S. 252* As I 
understand it, the two semi-detached properties, i*e. the westerly portion, 
edged deep orange or red, and the central portion, edged green, comprise the 
premises of Fairfield School, and will not be transferred, but the yellow 
portion on the easterly side, known as "Fairfield House (The Annexe)" will 
be transferred as part of the College premises. Will you please confirm? 

The effective date for transfer is to be September, 19&0, but the 
Director of Education seems to be of opinion that it may be desirable to fix 
different dates for the transfer of one or more of the following properties, 
namely, Hill Top, Springfield, and the Fairfield Annexe. Can you please 
let me have the views of the Foundation on this point? 

There remains the question of the playing fields* These comprise 
nearly three acres near Nook End, the meadow lying behind The Knoll, and 
nearby land, hatched blue, lying behind the Fairfield properties, I 
understand that it will be necessary to arrange for some sharing out of 
these playing fields between the College and the School, or for some measure 
of joint user. Presumably the playing fields near Nook End might be 
allocated solely to the College. Will you please, however, let me have the 
proposals of the Foundation as to how the playing fields should be dealt 
with? 

There are two other major points which I propose should be discussed at 
this stage. 

The first relates to the terms of the proposed lease. Could you let 
me know what the Trustees have in mind, that is to say, are they proposing 
that the terms of the lease should provide generally for main structural 
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repairs being undertaken by the landlords and minor repairs by the tenants, 
or that the whole of the premises should be let on a fully repairing lease 
or something approximating to a fully repairing lease? This is a question 
upon which I shall have to consult the Ministry of Education, as the total 
cost of maintaining the Training College will fall to be met from a national 
pool, the disbursement of which is under the control of the Ministry, I 
think, however, it desirable to have the views of the Foundation before 
approaching the Ministry, 

The second point concerns the arrangements which, I understand, are 
regularly made each summer for the letting of the whole or part of the 
premises for Conferences and Meetings, I understand that arrangements 
have already been concluded in respect of the summer of 1961, and that 
substantial sums of money are involved. 

It will be essential for the Council to know precisely where they stand 
in this matter, and I should be glad if you could let me know what has been 
the practice of the Foundation in the past, approximately what sums of money 
are involved in income and expenditure, what are the wishes of the Foundation 
for the future, and to what extent the Trustees of the Foundation feel 
themselves already contractually bound to arrangements to take effect after 
the projected transfer in September, I960, 

I shall be glad to hear from you when you have been able to take 
instructions from the Trustees, It might be that we could now, with 
advantage, try and agree upon draft heads of a lease unoo which I could 
then consult the Ministry of Education before the matter is put in the hands 
of the District Valuer to negotiate the Foundation side. 

Yours faithfully, 

(K,S,H,) Sgd. 

Clerk of the Council 


Messrs, W.H,Heelis & Son, 
Solicitors, 

Plane Tree House, 

Amble side 
Westmorland, 
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14 th October 1959 


ue;r air* 


■S^rlotto r-jjon Coll^j o. ^bleaicla 


We write with referonoo to your letter of the 1 th of ; u*;uat 
on vhieh we have seen tl» Iroueurer ij*J Durser, r^iu upoioc iao for not 
replyinc to it errlior* 

Vi 1 th regard to the property which is to be tr^aferred to 
tho Council* nil the buildings will be trsrsi errod, except Lovr Hook 
and tlie Garages and Loft adjacent and also except Fairfield and 
The Knoll, and the pra isca lat vm as r ilie Krk, Tims the trvo 
W i ldin gs coloured green end crar^'e will be included* 

With reference to Low 'look* it in suggested that t £0 should 
be rettinod by the ovukl/tian who will / rent thu- user of those ro qas 
to v/hich you refer In your letter on earned tcunu, ^Trin period 
obviously must run ao extensively dth the main le. se* ith regard 
to t ht land* we tiiinL that the i ; rden opposite Hook Low 00 u^es 
pert 0 ,S *242 ahoulu ue induced in the le;oo* The foundation ’-dll 
not let the portion 01 land coloured hrosm, jxrt of 0*3*122* 2iey 
havo t in fact, a scheme in hand ibr exehaiigirv thia portion with 
the oner of Hook En ru p together with rortion of field 265 
kr^rc. as Tho noli Fcrdow, in exchange for field 256* This field 
j 5 * mid racks a iore satiofLctoiy plnyin field than Held 265 find 
“ ar t ngf-numt© could bo readied with the owner of Hook fed rm f 
the exchange wool be for that Ixmd West of the existing bound^y 
bo v. eon 256 end 265 continued in a northerly direction to its 
junction with 264* 

Th o Games His ureas has surges tod that 265 ahoulu be reuinod 
it Is doubtful whether this can be firmnged Untuiciflly* Tho 
vrcnis o: tti© Question L<*purtmont would bo weloaied On the suggestion. 

ftc are cht iniiv copies o tho I/n ess of Aslificld and 
ucociiiield wiiich we will for id to you. c think thst tho oor^ont 
°i Uic landlords may be ncoo- ;ory to the mab-Iettinf. 

This appears to diejoao of tdio property to be transferred in 
h«wv. rrl principle, Ac far as the tnnafer Deed is oonoumed 


Svpt rSbcr I960 would seem to b the moat suitable date for 
all tho property to change hands. Is there tiny particular 
reason why dif.erent d tos should be suggested? lour 
sun G3 ion 7<dt T regard to sharing the use of the t laying 
fields Jointly Is what Is in the win oX the ou&ni Ion, 
lx r^uimbly e Joint user v>oul be best and tie otolls of 
allocation of period© o tine oould be settled by the Crimea 
Ui a trass in oonjurotlon ulth the -daertian Authority* 

Shore do not .pjorr to be rny Inn ertbls di; iouli es on 
this point* 


Consider.. Is thought h*.s been given es to tho 
suggested Lease end It is considered that a full retiring 
e se Yfoulw, be the oct oatisfi ctory solution# 

ItL ragard to the loi'Jjv ox the premises in 
tire Summer, tl* 0 .e np^ewrs to be come r. dsun o rsiundin^ here 

ax\ no orrangcMll Jo haw been ©ado beyond the of 

I960* Whai ]v .ppenn thereafter would be entirely in the 
County Council'o control. 

We agree that a draft lease or Heads of 
XlToeeient might be settled now, but wo thinl; that if you 
agree to the basis of the terms for the Lease, it TiouXd bo 
desirable to get this matter Bovine now and a mooting 
bet.ocm tho Blstrlot Valuer and A Valuer for the inundation 
oould be arranged at an early dr te to try to settle the 
tonne of rant* Hiic would Obviously have to be subject 
to the Ministry 1 3 approral in view of utmt your letter 
states* Do you agree? 


Yours faithfully. 


Clerk of the eatrsorland County Council, 
County Hell, 
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H. HEELIS & SON 

SOLICJTQRS 


L K. 0HOWNSON 


commiesiohep for oaths 
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plane tree House. 

am b le s i □ e * 

WESTMORLAND. 

(AND AT HAWKSNEAQ M£Aft AMBLES) DE). 

16th October, 1959 


Dear Sir, 


As requested on the telephone 
yesterday, we enclose a copy of Mr, Himsworth * s letter of 
the 12th August 1959. 


Yours faithfully. 


Lit'iu* 





Mr, Price, 

Charlotte Mason foundation, 
Hydal Hoad, 



^ * 

K.S,Himsworth M.A* LI B* 

Clerk of the Peace and 
Clerk of the County Council, 


Copy, 

WESTMORLAND 


a i 0 pr twi-c lf C, 


County Hall, 


Kendal, Telephone 1000 
26th October 1959, 


LKR/PMH 

ed/13» ksh/asl 


Dear Sire, 


Charlotte Mason College 


Thank you for your letters of the 14th and 16th October. 

It is very desirable that we should make speedy progress in this 
matter, but before I can refer the negotiations to the District Valuer 
it is essential that I should be in a position to instruct the Valuer 
precisely as to the subject of his negotiations. 

Your letters answer a number of the points which I raised in my 
letter of the 12th August, but there are still a number of points out- 
standing. They are as follows 

(1) Low Nook, In my last letter I asked for the Foundation's proposals 
as tb the joint user of this property. Could you let me know what the 
Foundation have precisely in mind? Will you please let me have details 
as to the rooms which are to be made available to the College and those 
which are to be retained for the use of the corresponding School? Who 
is to responsible for the heating, lighting and cleaning of the rooms 
which are for the exclusive use of the College, and of those parts of 
the premises which will be used in common? Who will be responsible for 
the maintenance of the grounds? Will any part of the grounds be available 
for the use of the College? 

(2) Piece of land, part G.S.242. I raised a query as to this triangle 
of land, and understood from your letter of the lifth that it would be 
included in the lease, but the plan sent with your letter of the 16th does 
not show this land in either colour, 

(3) Will you please let me have a sight, as soon as possible, of the 
leases of Ashfield and Baechf laid? Have you obtained the consent of the 
landlord to a sub-letting or assignment of the lease? 

(4) I think it is essential that some concrete proposal should be put 
forward by the Foundation as to the user of the playing fields. Can an 
allocation be made of different areas to the College and to the School, 
or is it proposed that there shall be joint user of any portions? The 
District Valuer must know in respect of what playing fields he is 
negotiating. How far advanced is the proposed transaction for the exchange 
of the playing fields and when will it be completed? It is difficult for 
the Director of Education to initiate proposals with reiard to the playing 

fields. The knowledge of what playing field accommodation is really needed 
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far the College on the one hand and the School on the other hand lies primarily 
with the staff of tha College and the School, and I think that they must first 
put forward their proposals. Suppose the proposed exchange does not take place 
will then the 2,8 acres in 0,S, 182 be included in the lease? I feel some ’ 
concern over the practicability of completing this transaction in time for me 
to give proper instructions to the District Valuer, though I appreciate that 
there may be much to be said, for the future of both the College and the School 
in favour of such a re-arrangement as you outline, but I think the Foundation 
must put forward some positive proposals and say what they intend. Is field 
0*5, 255 to be included in the lease for the exclusive use of the draining 
College? It is coloured red on the plan of the 16th October, 

( 5 ) The suggestion that the transfer might have to take place not on one 
date in September I960, but by Instalments, came originally from the Foundation, 
X am glad to learn that the whole transaction can now take place at one and the* 
same time, 

(6) I note th*t the Foundation proposes a full repairing lease, 

(?) I note further that no commitments have been entered into in respect 
of summer letting of the premises beyond I960, 

(8) Gan you look into a number of discrepancies between your plan of the 
16th October and the earlier plan which you loaned me? The boundary, on the 
two plans, of Springfield, 0.5*259, does not agree: there is a discrepancy at 
the south-west end and also at the eastern corner. 

( 9 ) There is a discrepancy, again, between the two plans in respect of 
the boundary mt Hill Top, Why is it now proposed that the Hill Top property 
should be divided between the College and the School, It was understood, 
and your letter of the li^th appeared to confirm, that the whole of this property 
would be included in the lease. 

(10) Again, the reason for the exclusion from the proposed lease of very 
substantial areas of land adjoining Scale How is not understood. These include 
0.5.250, 0.S.179 and 0.5.181, There is, further, a discrepancy as to the 
boundaries of these portions of land, and your plan of the 16th October does not 
appear to show the land incorporated in the main Scale How property, but forming 
part of 0,5,178. Why have all these properties been excluded from the lease? 

I think it may well be desirable that we should have a meeting on the site 
at an early date, but before that is arranged I should be glad if you could clear 
up the points which I have raised in this letter, 

I return herewith the plan enclosed with your letter of the 16th October, 

I have not kept any copy of this. 


Yours faithfully, 
K.S.Himsworth, 


Clerk of the Council, 


iessrs.W.H.Heelis & Son, 
Solicitors r 
Plano Tree House, 

Amble side. 


